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This Month’s Highlights
Nadereh Salim, Chief Executive Officer of the Children’s Network of Southwest Florida, will be visiting GAL
offices for training throughout the
year. Her first visit was to Lee
County on Monday, February 25th,
when she spoke to a group of about
30 staff and volunteers about the
child welfare system of care. Check
the 3-month calendars for ongoing
training opportunities.

Spring Break is coming! Do
your GAL case children
have activities planned?
For those of you working with
kiddos in Lee & Collier counties,
please consider utilizing the grant
funding offered by the GAL Foundation to spend “bonding” time
with your assigned child(ren). See
page 3 for additional details.
Children’s Week is the
only annual event held in
the state of Florida that
celebrates and honors its commitment to children and advocates.
Learn more about the events that
take place and the partners that
make it possible at: https://
childrensweek.org/about-us/ourstory/

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, which recognizes the importance of
families and communities working
together to prevent child abuse and
neglect and promotes the social and
emotional well-being of children
and families. During the month of
April and throughout the year, communities are encouraged to increase
awareness and provide education
and support to families through resources and strategies to prevent
child abuse and neglect.
Volunteer Week is National
Volunteer Week was established in 1974 and has
grown exponentially each year, with
thousands of volunteer projects and
special events scheduled throughout the week. Plan or attend an
event to celebrate the impact of volunteers in your community, and
inspire others to serve. Learn more
at https://ww2.pointsoflight.org/
nvw
Spring Break Dates:
Charlotte
Collier
Glades
Hendry
Lee

March 18-22
March 11-15
March 18-22
March 11-15
March 18-22

Do you have something to share with the GAL community?
Email it to Krista.Jackson@gal.fl.gov
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Staff Updates
Jo joined us as the Administrative Assistant in our Collier County office on Friday, January 11.
Jo has a wealth of administrative experience as she has worked in a variety of administrative capacities including working with for the Clerk’s office, owning her own business, and as an Executive Assistant. She is
excited to join our team and contribute to a worthy Program like GAL. We are thrilled to have Jo join our
team!

Diane joined us as a Legal Professional through grant funded sources on Wednesday, January 23. Her office is
in Lee County.
Diane has over 17 years of legal experience. She has worked as a legal assistant in various areas of law including real estate, land use, probate, employment law, etc. Dependency will be a new area she can add to her
repertoire. Diane’s experience includes drafting pleadings, trial prep, research, discovery, filing, and so much
more. We are confident Diane’s skills will greatly benefit us in our advocacy efforts. Diane is very excited to
get started and we are very excited to have her join us

Kimberly will be joining us as a CBI Attorney in the Lee County office beginning March 25. She will be taking
over Janet Anderson’s cases.
Kimberly attended undergrad at Florida State (Go Noles!) and Florida Gulf Coast University. She attended
law school at Nova Southeastern University, Shepard Broad Law Center in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She most
recently concentrated her law practice on family law. However she has worked as an Assistant State Attorney
and is excited to rejoin the public sector. Kimberly is proficient in our computer systems and is a certified
family law mediator. Her experiences will serve well in advocating for children. She likes fitness, travel, and
the outdoors. She is excited to join our team and contribute to a worthy Program like the GAL. We are
thrilled to have Kimberly join our team!

Nathalie will be joining us as an Assistant Child Advocate Manager in the Charlotte County office beginning
Monday, March 11.
Nathalie earned her Bachelor’s in Social Work from Florida Gulf Coast University. She is currently working
on her Masters in Social Work. Nathalie most recently used her social work skills working as a pretrial services caseworker for Sarasota County. While earning her Bachelor’s degree, Nathalie interned with Manatee
County School District and volunteered for the Manatee County Public Defender’s Office. Nathalie is excited
to join our team and use her social work skills to advocate for children. We are thrilled to have Nathalie join
our team!

Please join me in welcoming Tery Dugan to our team. Tery will be joining us as an Administrative Assistant
for the Lee County office.
Tery has a wealth of administrative experience and volunteerism. Tery most recently worked at the Florida
Department of Transportation as a receptionist. She has an affinity for children which is demonstrated by
her work as a teacher and assistant to the director of a daycare for ten years. Tery has volunteered in various
capacities with her church. She is proficient in many computer programs. Tery is familiar with some of our
processes and terminology as she knows former volunteers and staff members. Tery’s experience and her
passion will contribute to our mission of advocating for children. She is excited to join our team and we are
excited to have her!
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FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR GAL-CHILD BONDING ACTIVITIES
The Guardian ad Litem Foundation
has received a very generous, one-time
grant for GAL-Child Bonding activities
in Lee & Collier Counties.
Guardians ad Litem can request reimbursement for the expenses to take
their assigned children to participate in
localized activities in order to strengthen trust and forge a stronger, more benefi
cial case relationship.
EXAMPLES & IDEAS:


a museum visit, botanical garden,
Splash Park, art gallert or zoo visit,
bowling, lunch at a restaurant, and appropriate movie theater experience, or
even an ice cream at Culver’s!



getting siblings together who reside in
different placements



Spring break activities! Give your GAL
kiddo’s caregiver a break…take them
out for an afternoon to do something
fun. (Check your county’s school calendar for specific dates)

THIS OPPORTUNITY DOES NOT INCLUDE:
Activities for children to which the
GAL Program is not assigned.
Fees/costs for caregivers or adults other than the assigned GAL volunteer

ALL reimbursement requests must
be submitted by March 31, 2019!
THE PROCESS:

1. Email your reimbursement request to
program@galfoundation20.org
2. In the subject line write BONDINGYOUR NAME (ex. BONDING-Bill
Smith)
3. In the body of the email list: Child/
Children's full names, Date(s) of birth,
County of Case Jurisdiction
4. Give a description of the activity and
cost.
5. Provide the address where we should
send your reimbursement check.
6. Attach receipts to the email - they
can be scanned or you can upload a cell
phone photo.
We really hope you will use this fund.
Please call or email the Foundation if
you have any questions.
239-533-1425

program@galfoundation20.org
Standard GAL rules for safety and permission to transport the children apply.
Receipts must be submitted. Any activities occurring on or before March 31,
2019 (and even past activities dating
back to April 15, 2018 can be submitted, too), as long as you have receipts.
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Volunteer Voices in the News
Several volunteer child advocates have made their voices heard in recent months. Below are two submissions made to local news outlets. If you have reached out to a newspaper in regards to your GAL
service or had something published, let us know!
Letter to the Editor
News Press (Fort Myers), March 2nd, 2019
Good bill
I am also a volunteer Guardian ad Litem in Lee
County and I applaud Rep. Roach’s bill to expedite finding permanent homes for foster children. As a Guardian ad Litem, our job is to represent the best interests of
these abused, neglected and abandoned children until a
permanent home can be found.
Too often I was frustrated at the delays by the parents, Lutheran Family Services, DCF or the court. No
one seemed to realize each delay added more instability
Editorial Opinion
Naples News, February 6th, 2019
At Risk Children Rely on Us to Support Them
Bruce Greenberg
Imagine being a child whose parents are incarcerated, addicted to drugs, abusive or otherwise unable to
care for you. It makes you question who truly cares
about you, if anyone.
Children who are abused, neglected and abandoned
in Southwest Florida aren’t left to fend for themselves.
The court system oversees temporary and permanent
placements for children whose mother or father are not
optimal guardians, but who helps judges make those
decisions?
For two-thirds of these children in Southwest Florida, a Guardian ad Litem volunteer advocate acts on
their behalf to helps them navigate the judicial, education and child welfare system. The other third, unfortunately, do not have an advocate serving as their voice.
As a Guardian ad Litem volunteer, we have an opportunity to truly make a difference in a child’s life. We
enter their lives at a time of uncertainty — their parents
aren’t there to help, and they may have questions about
where they’re going to live, who’s going to take care of
them, where they’re going to school or what’s going to
happen to their siblings. A Guardian ad Litem volunteer
becomes that trusted adult figure in their lives who’s
always there for them, through thick or thin, and has
their back.
Guardian ad Litem Foundation, 20th Judicial Circuit, Inc., has a goal of raising funds to help train additional volunteers so that every child has an advocate in
his or her corner. The Foundation provides funding that
markets the need for volunteers, recruits and screens
potential advocates, trains volunteers and coordinates
recognition events that improve volunteer retention.

to these children. I attended hearing after hearing when
parents had reason after reason why they needed more time
to complete their case plan, or Lutheran Family Services
didn’t return my dozens of calls or emails and the court
automatically granted more time. I had no recourse to help
these children.
There was never any accountability by the parents or
DCF or Lutheran Family Services or even the court to find
permanent homes for these children in a timely manner. Rep. Roach’s bill will attempt to improve the outcomes
for these children.
Beth Semilof, Fort Myers
The Foundation also raises money to help give these
youth a “normal” childhood, paying for expenses like birthday presents, clothing, tutoring and registration fees for
academic clubs, sports teams and summer camps. Advocates frequently request funds on behalf of children so they
can continue enjoying their childhood in spite of the circumstances. Just because a child’s parents are no longer in
the same household doesn’t mean they have to forego a
birthday party or night at the movies with friends. Higher
rates of substance abuse and the opioid epidemic have
forced more children into Florida’s child welfare system.
Through no fault of their own, children are placed in out-of
-home care settings, many times without advance
knowledge. Whether it’s temporary or permanent, their
parents are out of the picture.
These at-risk children are relying on us, as a community, to support them.
Guardian ad Litem Foundation, a United Way partner
agency, is fortunate to have a wide network of caring individuals who have supported our initiatives over the years,
especially those who have attended events that are part of
our “I am for the child” fundraising series.
With more youth in the dependency system, however,
the Foundation is requesting support from philanthropicminded businesses and organizations in Southwest Florida.
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, all donations to
Guardian ad Litem Foundation are tax-deductible. Serving
five counties – Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry and Glades –
our fundraising needs continue to grow.
As we begin 2019, I’d like to ask local businesses, residential communities and civic groups to consider supporting children in this community through Guardian ad Litem
Foundation. For more information about volunteer opportunities, donations and corporate sponsorships, please visit
VoicesForKids.org or call 239-533-1435.
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Media Corner
MOVIE RECOMMENDATION: Eighth Grade
Thank you to Bruce Greenberg, Lee County GAL, for the recommendation.
A new movie (available for streaming on Netflix) about the challenges faced
by adolescent girls. Thirteen-year-old Kayla endures the tidal wave of contemporary suburban adolescence as she makes her way through the last
week of middle school--the end of her thus far disastrous eighth grade year
before she begins high school.
BOOK CLUB RECOMMENDATION:

NER

The Lee County GAL Book Club is reading No Ordinary Liz by Elizabeth
Sunderland. This memoir (written by a woman who resides in Florida)
chronicles the author’s journey through foster care and beyond as she
struggled to find her way in the world and, without a memory of her early
beginnings in life, to discover her true identity. Along the way, this far-from
-ordinary woman found out her birth story was more complex than she had
ever imagined, filled with twists and turns that brought her through an incredible journey towards unraveling her past. This book, both memoir and
guidebook, is designed to offer hope for those in and out of the foster care
system, as well as support and resources for agencies, youth aging out of
foster care, and foster parents.

COR

Optima Go!
Updates

Optima Go! has been enhanced to include basic contact information
for open Children, active Associated Parties and active Family Members. That means if a child is closed or an Associated Party is released,
they will not be listed in the mobile version. The intent of Optima Go
is to give quick, on-the-go, current info, with the option to go to the
standard, desktop version of Optima for historical information.
You can also use Optima Go! to view:
 Calendar events
 Contact logs
 Hearings
 Documents
Remember, this is NOT an app you can download on your phone. You will need to use the Optima URL for your Circuit in a web browser.
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries
Anniversaries
Maureen Shannon-Jefferson 13

Jean Lederer 3

Peggy Siebert

Jerome Noble 3

8

Jeffrey Randall
Chip Shotwell

7

Happy 1st Anniversary
Dawn Castner

Samantha Tierney 3

4

Scott Hadley

Maria Bilbao 2

Jeannie Horakh

Cristl Walsh-Ramirez 4

Laura Cislo 2

Nicole Vishio 4

Amy Koeppen 2

Becky Ross

Lori Celluzzi 3

Philip Lamade 2

Karen Whitman

Mary Crank

Rosemary Mills 2

3

Christine Evens 3

Gerald Nicastro 2

Gerald Evens 3

Jamie Nicastro 2

Gary Lederer 3

Birthdays
Craig Astrin

Connie Hall

Cindy Bissette

Nancy Johansen

Susan Brand

Nancy Johnson

Peggy Bremer

Diane Kruchten

Maxine Brenner

Judy Langley

Janet Bresky

Jeri Lash

Kristin Carolan

Natalie Linares

Julee Craig

Brian Nix

Mary Crank

Patricia O’Hare

MaryAnn Duvall

Richard Palmer

Rachel Evans

Sarah Porcelli

Scot Goldberg

Jeffrey Randall

Joan Greene

Marsha Rathje

Audrey Rogers
Susana Rogers
Mia Romano-Lloyd
Richard Sampson
Cecil Sott
David Seitz
Lindsay Smith
Angie Sweetnam
Linda Vadnais
Margaret Vincent
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries
Anniversaries
Ann Wilder 7

Ann Bullen 2

Bill Eggers 16

Josy Cullen 6

Audrey Bynoe 2

Nancy Suarez 16

Bonnie Mahlbacher 6

Jackie Esparza 2

Geraldine Ellis 11

Elaine Coogan 5

Krista Gillespie 2

Ernest Ricketts 11

John Harries 5

Marissa Morgan 2

Stephanie Acorn 10

Dawn McKeon 5

David Seitz 2

Naomi Fruitt-Gazzola 10

Colleen Stenholt 5

Sue Strope 2

Cheryl Lehew 10

Andrea Driscoll 4

Donald Rutherford 10

Clare Marlow 4

Donald Thompson 10

Chuck Ryder 4

Maxine Carpenter 9

Lindsay Smith 4

Maria Cuevas 9

Tracy Stolinas 4

Margie Kang 9

Gino Brenco 3

Jeri Lash 7

Dee Cannon 3

Ron McGinty 7

Danielle Lash 3

Bruce Reale 7

Linda Vadnais 3

Cynthia Shafer

25

Happy 1st Anniversary
Dorothy Allen, Mike Darcey,
Alexandra Dixon, Michelle Ezell,
Mary Haenn, Judith Long,
Carlotta Lusk-Hays, Jim McFalls,
Gloria Pearse, Margaret Rose,
Michelle Rosen, Nancy Thomas,
& Caroline Thonon

Naomi Fruitt

Karen Miracola

Joyce Gagliardi

Gerald Nicastro

Terry Anderson

Christine Gala

Don Oldham

Natalie Artimez

Colin Gordon

Claire O’Sullivan

Linda Bancroft

Sam Harris

Antonia Pequeno

Jim Bazyk

Todd Helt

Julia Ricker

Marcia Beezley

Melissa Hughes

Margaret Rojas

Melissa Breen

Victoria Knake

Michelle Rosen

Christine Brenco

Kelly Knight

Patricia Salata

Edward Conrad

Ira Kushnir

Gayle Sarju

Nancy Davenport

Pat Laird

Sarah Seaton

Catherine Davis

John Licciardi

Sandra Stainton

Jessie Davis

Shannon Mack

Betsy Vaughn

Charles Deily

Elizabeth McDonough

Victoria Walther

Shane Duff

Bonnie McPhetres

Kathleen Watts

Dania Elie

Carolyne Mesa

Ann Wilder

Lyne Flaherty

Jennifer Mildren

Birthdays
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries
Anniversaries
Jan Vance

12

Happy 2nd Anniversary

Happy 1st Anniversary

Marlene Garrow

Keyla Ball

Virginia Hanford

Pete Doragh

Patrick Laird 6

Tanairis Herrera

Joy Price

Sheila Suarez 6

Steven John

Pamela Randall

Carolina Zurbrigen 6

Linda Meyer

Cecil Scott

Mary Ann Kaveski 5

Mary Pringle

Robert Young

Mary Taylor 8
Kristina Whitmire 8
Mary Vance Duggan 6

Julie Parsons 5
Jim Bazyk 4
Patricia Salata 4
Robert Thomas 4
Audrey Rogers 3

Julia Ricker
Kathy Shoop
Ralph Sloan
Pam Wright-Toorock

Birthdays
Allyson Alperin-Rosen

Stephen Helgemo

Cynthia Palermo

Kathleen Alvarez

Tanairis Herrera

Linda Robertson

Pamela Anderson

Tina Hoegler

Peggy Siebert

Tricia Aulls

Richard Ladzinski

Richard Sluzewski

Barbara Bettman

Maryellen Lalor

Ellen Stokinger

Liz Burns

Jenna Lewis

Sue Strope

Chuck Carper

Stephen Lyons

Nancy Suarez

Ben Casey

Patrice Magrath

Linda Swanson

Dannie Childers

Doreen Mart

Linda Thielman

Rebecca DuRoss

Malena Martinez

Donald Thompson

Christine Evens

Mary McKeown

Margie Tingley

Sharon Flannery

Laura Morales

Sue Twining

Janine Forlenza

Allison Murphy

Sharon Warnecke

Diana Gaddis

Jamie Nicastro

Marti White

Pat Gulley

Gayle Nix

Kristina Whitmire
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New Volunteers Sworn in
Lee County
Judge Geoffrey Gentile swore in new
volunteer child advocates at the Lee
County Justice Center on Wednesday,
February 13th.

Left: Judge Gentile speaks to the group of new volunteer child advocates, peer
mentors, and staff in Courtroom 6-A.
Above: Pat & Debi Clarke, Eric Schau, Catherine Lowell, Carolyn Jones, Laura
Burns, Stephanie Ruiz, Jill Snyder, Gayle Beam, Philip Arnold, Melissa Breen,
Janine Forlenza, and Fernando Lopez are administered the Oath of the Guardian ad Litem.

Charlotte County
New volunteer child advocates were
sworn in by Judge Mary Evans at the
Charlotte County Justice Center on
Monday, March 4th.

Left: volunteers read the Oath aloud with Judge Evans (not pictured)
prompts. Above: Todd Helt, Marsha Petersen, Linda Swanson, Mary Marto,
Kathleen Roberts, Judge Mary Evans, Virginia Dooley, Nancy Stearley, Roger
Griffith, David Harrison, and Robert Bongiorno.

Notice something different? The Guardian ad Litem Program has updated its logo
(shown at right). In the months to come,
new slogans and images will begin to appear in materials used to spread the word
about our program. Stay tuned for more details to come!
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CBI Attorney, Janet Anderson, Retires

Janet’s door (above) was
decorated in congratulations
for her receipt of the Barbara
Sessa
Award
in
2017
(nomination below at right).

Janet Anderson, a Senior Attorney in the Lee County
office, began her retirement on March 1, 2019. Janet
served the GAL Program first as a volunteer in Hendry
County and later as a staff member. She joined the Lee
County office as aa attorney in 2014. During her tenure
with us, Janet served hundreds of children and was a
fierce advocate for pursuing children’s best interests in
the courtroom. Her service was recognized in 2017
when, out of all nominees statewide, she won the Barbara Sessa Award.

We will miss Janet immensely, but wish her well in her
(well-deserved)
retirement. She
has plans to travel the country with her husband. Happy
trails, Janet!

Goodbye Lunch for
Janet and Kim Held
Along with Janet’s retirement, the
Lee County office also experienced the
loss of its CAM Team Leader, Kim
Thorn. Kim’s last day was Monday, February 25. Kim began her tenure with
the Program as an Child Advocate Manager five years ago and has served as the
Lee County team leader since 2016.
We wish Kim the best as she starts her new career path in
the world of Human Trafficking. Kim has been our human
trafficking guru and will continue to be a community partner
and resource for us when advocating for children with these
issues. We know Kim has made
everlasting impacts on the children, volunteers, and staff she
has served.

Kim Thorn (left) presents an award to
volunteer advocate, Barb Schultz, at the
Appreciation Luncheon in 2016.

On Monday, February 25, a
group lunch was held at the Ale
House in Fort Myers to share
goodbyes (group pictures at
right).
We will miss you Kim!

Janet (far right) poses with, from
left, GAL Attorney Sharla Martin,
volunteer child advocate Skip Benz,
and Attorney Kimberly Sams at the
2018 Appreciation Luncheon last
December.
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Volunteer
Spotlights

JEAN CELESTIN
GAL SINCE 2016
Collier GAL, Jean Celestin
(pictured above), visited a family
on Christmas Eve, dressed as Santa,
to deliver gifts!
Thank you for helping to make
Christmas extra special for your
kiddos, Jean!

JOYCE GAGLIARDI,
GAL SINCE 2014
Joyce received a glowing compliment from Collier CAM, Sarah
Bombard, on a case where Joyce is
the co-GAL. Sarah called me and
told me Joyce’s notes are amazing
and her dedication is phenomenal–
Joyce has gone to her case child’s
daycare, medical appointments,
and home. I told Sarah that it was
ALL YOU and that I’m lucky to be
Joyce’s CAM.
Joyce, you have helped greatly with
the upcoming JR on the case, and
they are in AWE! You are such a
Rock Star!
~Raysa Rodriguez, Lee County
CAM

Circuit 20 Youth Nominated for
Statewide Award
Congratulations to Katrina Oceant (pictured below).
Katrina was Circuit 20’s nominee for the D.R.E.A.M. Award.
The D.R.E.A.M. Award
is an opportunity for the
Guardian
ad
Litem
Foundation to recognize
outstanding youth who
have
overcome
all
odds. Youth in foster
care face incredible challenges and need the support of friends, teachers,
organizations, and the
community. The GAL
Foundation would like
to be a part of this extended support system
and recognize those
youth who embody the
spirit of the D.R.E.A.M.
Award.
The D.R.E.A.M. Award represents: Determination, Resiliency, Education, Aspirations, and Motivation. The recipient should be one that exemplified these characteristics
during their time in care and is determined to change the
statistics.
All twenty Guardian ad Litem Judicial Circuits had the
opportunity to nominate their most deserving youth (must
be a high school junior, senior or college freshman). Five
youth were then selected to attend the finalist competition
in Tallahassee, Florida. A panel of distinguished leaders interviewed the five finalists and selected the winner and a
runner-up.
Although Katrina was not one of the finalists, she did receive a check for $100 and a letter from the statewide GAL
Program’s Executive Director, Alan Abramowitz.
Katrina was welcomed by staff in the Lee County GAL
Office for a small reception where her check (and cupcakes!)
were presented to her. The cupcakes doubled as an early
birthday present: Katrina turned eighteen the next day! Happy Birthday and congratulations again, Katrina!
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20th Circuit
*based on January 2019 data

Total Children in Out-of-Home Care 1447

Total Volunteers

565

Charlotte

297

Charlotte

126

Collier

264

Collier

189

Hendry/Glades

67

Hendry/Glades

15

Lee

819

Lee

235

Total Assigned to GAL Program

1316

Charlotte

289

Collier

306

Hendry/Glades

85

Lee

636

The below data based on Dec ‘18– Feb –19

New Volunteers
Adoptions
Reunifications
Permanent Guardianships

25
17
69
50

In Memoriam: Donna Garvey

Donna (at left) is pictured with sister, Cynthia Shafer

We are saddened to share with you the recent loss of GAL Foundation supporter and ardent Beds for Kids volunteer, Donna Garvey.
Donna is Cynthia Shafer's sister, and was out with Cynthia and her
husband for each and every Beds for Kids delivery excursion. She cheerfully gave up her Saturdays for the cause for many years and she could
put together a crib or bunk bed like a champ!
Donna also served on the GAL Foundation Board for a full 3 year
term and served as Board Secretary for two years of the term. We owe
her tremendous honor and deep gratitude for all of her service to the
children we serve and the GALF. She will be missed very much!

Taste of Punta Gorda
The 12th Annual Taste of Punta Gorda event was held on Sunday,
March 3rd at Laishley Park. Along with local restaurant fare, family-friendly entertainment, and live music, there was also a Guardian ad Litem information tent! GAL staff and volunteers spoke
with festival attendees about the need for more volunteers and
community support.
Thank you to everyone who came to help out at the tent: Roberto
De la Torre, David Morris, Suzanne McCormick, Todd Helt, Sue
Shields, Mike Darcey, Ed Conrad, David Thurston, Judy Long,
Bonnie McPhetres, and Sue Strope. And special thanks to our site
coordinator, Marge Szmania!

